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2020 Campaign
celebrations

I

n last year’s Fall Campaign, we pledged
to Remain Connected,
with Gratitude for
Community. We have
endured a challenging
time and through it all
our community has
stayed together and resilient.
Leading into the campaign, I personally
had to draw on reserves of faith, not
knowing how it would go. I am so grateful
to all of you for responding to the call,
making our 2020 campaign one of the
most successful ever. Together we raised
$679,492 from three hundred and
seventy-two donors, exceeding our goals.
Thank you so much on behalf of the
Faith & Foundation Committee for your
faithful support!
Yours faithfully,

Robert Napoli,
Chair of the Fall Campaign

Grade 2 students line up at the school’s front desk with their Faith and Foundation donation.

Grace and generosity: We’re almost there!

I

t’s possible that in 2021, we could repay the rest of our debt on our new school building.
It was only four years ago when the Parish assumed a $4 million mortgage. At the time,
we had just completed construction of the school’s third floor. Now we are about $870,000
away from eliminating our debt.
From our youngest to our eldest, from those with and without children, we have experienced so much grace and generosity from all parts of our parish. Year after year, you have
believed in something larger than yourselves. As we celebrate Easter and the promise of
Jesus Christ, we’re reminded that our school is a place of learning intimately linked with
sharing our faith and love.
This edition of our FAITH and FOUNDATION SPRING NEWSLETTER brings together
stories from our community. We are immensely grateful to all those who share our vision,
are bold in their generosity and who opened up their personal reflections to share with
you. May we all continue in our gratitude, generosity and fidelity to St. Augustine Parish.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR
PASS THE TORCH
Website: www.passthetorchgala.com
When: Saturday, May 15, 2021
Where: The comfort of your home
Tickets: $25
2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T4

604.736.4455 ext. 231
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A Personal Story of Legacy and Commitment:
Rebecca Cleary

I

n February 2021, I stepped into the role of Parent Participation
Coordinator when Philbert Yu regrettably was unable to
continue in the role due to a personal family reason. Taking on
this role is an enormous privilege and, on a personal level,
represents a continuation of my late mom’s work and commitment
to this community.
My family’s involvement with St. Augustine’s started in the early
1990s when my parents enrolled me and my three younger
siblings at the school after moving back to Vancouver after a few
years in northern British Columbia. This was a difficult time for
our family and while I and my siblings got to know our new
friends, my mom answered Cathie Oberndorf ’s call to service and
started to volunteer at the school.
Before long, my mom had taken on the role of Parent Participation
Coordinator which, to my recollection, involved a lot of hand
drawn spreadsheets and running to and from the school on a daily
basis to pick up the slips parents had dropped off in a box to
record their hours.

to grow in our own faith and to contribute to the school through
volunteer work. When the opportunity came for me to step into
the same role that my mom had many years earlier, of Parent
Participation Coordinator, I felt as though our family had come full
circle. I am grateful for the opportunity to continue the legacy of
community and faith that I experienced as a child.
Rebecca Cleary, Parent Participation Coordinator

A Parent’s Gratitude

D

uring our 2020 Fall Campaign, Nicole Chan was asked
by Mr. Yaptinchay to present a testimonial at a Sunday
Mass. The following is excerpted from her compelling story. Greg
and Nicole are parents of two boys in the school.
“I grew up Catholic and attended the Spanish mission at St.
Anthony’s’ as well as a local Catholic elementary school. I joined
this community 15 years ago and became a donor 7 years ago.
I am grateful that our
community is diverse. Most
families, my own included,
have differences in how
faith came into their lives
and in how they express and
connect to their faith.
...[faith] is deeply personal
and some might show their
faith through prayer, others
service work, other expressing kindness in heart
and mind. We see all these
in our community here.

My mom received so much more than she gave in carrying out the
role - a sense of belonging to a community, personal enrichment,
great friendships and ongoing support throughout the most
difficult time in her life. When at the young age of 40 she passed
away from cancer, St. Ann’s Parish in Abbotsford, where we had
moved two years before she passed, was filled with the faces of
members of the St. Augustine community.
Many years later, my husband Patrick and I re-entered the St.
Augustine community when our daughter Maggie (3YG) entered
kindergarten and our son Jack (1A) followed two years later.
Having attended several Catholic schools, I knew that St. Augustine was a special place of community, compassion, and love that
would provide our children with the guidance they would need to
learn the importance of service and further enrich their own faith.
Our children have
flourished at the
school and we are
constantly amazed by
the dedication of the
teachers and staff.
While I had expected
that the school would
provide our children
with an excellent
The Cleary family
learning environment,
I did not anticipate that Patrick and I would also benefit so much
from the experiences this community has offered.
We have met and become friends with so many incredible families
and we have been reminded of our own responsibility to continue
2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T4

The Chan family

Another thing I am grateful
for are the helpers in our community. ... [People] help because
their faith calls on them to help others the way they would want
to be helped. This community doesn’t judge those in need of
help, or those giving it. I have been in need of help from the
school staff and am so grateful for it. ... they always approached
our challenges with an open hand saying, “We are here. We want
to help.” The staff and parish love our children and they show up
to serve us in ways that inspire me.
Lastly, I am grateful for how our community approaches
challenges. Our school is like a young family in a sense. We are
growing and face lots of challenges. Our faith helps soften our
minds so that we are able to talk about them and it’s always with
this idea [in mind] that we will prevail. They might not know
the plan, or answer to each challenge, but they are always there
extending a hand, ready to help. ...
I don’t think 2020 will be remembered as the year everything
changed for us – it will be remembered as the year our faith and
connection to one another deepened.”
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In Prayerful Thanksgiving
Eugene Uji Fujisawa 1926 - 2020

A

s a faithful member of our Parish
since 1955, Eugene ‘lived quietly with
a generous smile, a big heart and always
was willing to serve.’ As one of twelve
siblings, when their father needed
Eugene’ help in the family grocery story
on 3rd and Yew, Eugene returned to the
city and worked alongside his father till
the store closed.
Attending 9:00 Mass weekly, Eugene was
an usher at our Parish for decades. His
sisters, Marie and Geri, describe him as a
true gentleman who was welcoming to all.
We are grateful for Eugene’s support of
Faith and Foundation and thank his
sisters, Geri and Marie, for naming St.
Augustine’s Parish School Building Fund
for those wishing to make a donation in
Eugene’s name.
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Grade 7’s and Catholic High School

A

t the beginning of each school year, students are faced with learning new routines and
expectations, re-establishing friendships and getting to know their new teacher. In
grade 7 however, there is one more challenge they face. In early Fall, students begin the
process of discerning and applying for a place in high school.
In our area, we are blessed with numerous choices for secondary school. The Vancouver
Public system offers a variety of different educational opportunities, there are 4 local
private schools and, of course, we have our own Catholic high schools - St. Patrick’s,
Little Flower Academy and Vancouver College. As well, St. Thomas More and St. Thomas
Aquinas, which are a little further away, have also been chosen by some of our students.
The families in our community value and understand the importance of faith-based
education. They support the school and parish in many ways and traditionally a high
percentage of families chose to continue in Catholic high schools. This year is no different.
Of the 30 students in grade 7, twenty-nine applied to Catholic high schools and, all of
them were offered placements.
Donna O’Hara, Grade 7 Teacher

John Michael Anderson 1932 - 2020

A

fter an illustrious career as a professional mining engineer, John retired
in 1997 and began a new career ‘as a great
patriarch of his clan of six children, 13
grandchildren, seven great-grands and
many nieces and nephews.’
John loved our Parish, frequently attended
daily mass, joined the men’s prayer group
and deepened his friendship with people
from many walks of life, including his
friends in St. Augustine’s Parish. His
faithfulness was demonstrated in his
support of our Fall Campaign, attendance
at our Seniors’ Lunches and participation
in our Prayer Partner ministry.

Gracious, kind and generous men such
as Eugene and John blessed our Parish
for many years and we are grateful for
how their lives touched ours.

2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T4

All photos above were taken before new masking requirements for K - 7 settings.

Reflections from a Grade 7 parent

M

aking big decisions, such as choosing a high school, can be challenging. One of
our Grade 7 parents wrote this about her son’s High School selection process:

“It was a hard family decision and we prayed every day. We are so thankful for our faith
and school community and this pandemic really brought to light what is important.
Our son loves to go to school with his friends and to pray and learn with Ms O’Hara.
Before the pandemic our son seemed more set on applying to our neighborhood public
high school. It was actually great to see him really pray and think about his school
decision. In the end he really felt that transitioning to Vancouver College along with his
good school friends and having the continuity of faith and learning at school is the
structure he needs for happiness and success for high school.”
We at school have always said that when school, parents and students work in harmony,
that good decisions are made – it certainly is the case for the Grade 7’s students again
this year!
604.736.4455 ext. 231
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Faith and Foundation Leadership Team

F

or over 20 years, members of our Parish and School
community have given their time and talent to the Faith and
Foundation Leadership Team. A question that was posed to each
member recently was: “What compels you to remain on the
leadership team for Faith and Foundation?”
The following is a sample of their personal responses – and
demonstrates two commonly held traits: love of the community
and perseverance.
“ Simple is always hardest! [I remain with the team] because
I love our team and want to help build His Kingdom in
our community.”
“ Faith formation and Catholic education are two of my
passions, so from the start [of Faith and Foundation] 20 years
ago, I was more than happy to offer my time and support to
the building of a new facility... Working with the leadership
team is a privilege, gift and joy.”
One individual recounted the experience of their family
bringing their son to St. Augustine School sixteen years ago:
“ Sending our young son to a place where the teachers cared as
much about him as we did was easy... I will continue to be part
of the Faith and Foundation team to help ensure other parents
get to experience that same joy. I am inspired by the other
members... [F&F is] centred around pure, selfless giving, and
it’s good for the soul to be a part of that.”

Another long-standing member wrote: “University taught me
to think critically, but it was my Catholic education that taught
character. This Faith and Foundation group helps me pay it
forward to future generation of Vancouverites.”
Another wrote: “It’s a grace and privilege to work alongside
such a passionate, faithful and dedicated group of fellow
parishioners – knowing that we share such a deep commitment to the Parish, our School and our Faith has been a
source of great joy over these twenty-one years.”
Simply said: “ I don’t know how long I have been on the team...
in the company of such dedicated men and women, [I am
reminded that] we can accomplish our goals by working
together.”
And finally, “What compels me to stay on? It’s a combination
of working so closely with such a committed, selfless group of
people, overcoming obstacles in pursuit of sustaining a school
which educates the young while sharing our faith. Over time,
it’s like we’ve become family.”
Team Members: Linda Arnold, Adam Beaudin-Ball, Marta Beynon;
Mary Margaret Bentley, Douglas Clarke, Linda Cormano, Geri Fujisawa,
Christine Guzman, Nick Maile, Brian Moylan, Robert Napoli, Donna O’Hara,
Catherine Oberndorf, Lawrence Pillon, Brian Poston, Fr. Andrzej Stendzina,
Victor Vela, Colleen Vinnick, Mark Wan, Michael Yaptinchay

Prayer that guides our F & F Leadership Team

Our School prayer over the years:

ord, Eternal God, We are about to begin our meeting,
and we do so with the awareness that without Your
Divine Presence here at the center of the meeting – and
also within ourselves – our work will be empty.

L

M

Grace us with Your Wisdom and Vision; gift us with holy
humour and humility so that not only this meeting but all
our lives, and the needs of St. Augustine’s School, may be a
meeting place for your Kingdom.

Amen.

ary, Mother of Eternal Light, Good Joseph faithful and just;
Jesus morning star so bright, in You we put our trust.
On this day we ask most fervently as we place our need with You,
A home for faith and community – a school all bright and new.

We ask this through Our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives with
you in unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

(2002 - Father John Brioux, OMI, authored the school prayer.)

M

ary, Mother of Eternal Light, good Joseph faithful and just;
Jesus, morning star so bright, in You we put our trust.
On this day we praise and thank You, for the mighty works You do;
As we grow in faith and community, in our school, all bright
and new.
Amen.
(2015 - Father John Brioux revised the school prayer after completion of
phase 1 construction.)

2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T4
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Continuing the Legacy of the Oblate Fathers

D

id you know that the Oblate Fathers take four vows when
committing to the Order?

Three vows would be the standard for all men joining a religious
congregation: poverty, chastity and obedience.
However, as a Congregation, all Oblates take a fourth vow – that
of PERSEVERENCE. The purpose of that vow for them is to
‘recreate an evolving process of community and mission’.
Sound familiar?

A number of Oblates joining former Pastor Father Joe Rossiter (3rd from right)

Community and mission became central to our building a
new school.

When we can again enter our Church, take a moment when
you are in the centre aisle just before the steps, and look down
at the floor – embedded in the terrazzo flooring is crest of
the Oblate Congregation – laid there over 90 years ago when
the Church was constructed.

Thank you to the Oblates for their vision and to all of our
supporters and faithful donors. Together, we remain rooted
in purpose.

Father Joe La Verge, retired Oblate, was
a frequent visitor to the school.

Father Gordon Cook loved engaging
with the children.

2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T4

Father John Brioux blesses the new
school.

604.736.4455 ext. 231

Father Terry McNamara was
pastor when plans were approved
for the new school.
www.faithandfoundation.com
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2020
Financial Report

This Financial Report provides donors
to St. Augustine Faith and Foundation
Campaign with a summary of our gifts
and pledges, other income and costs
incurred during 2020.
We thank all our donors for their
faithful support over the past 21 years
as we completed the first two phases
of our new school. Our combined
fundraising efforts during 2020 yielded
$2,072,400 inclusive of bequests to
the campaign.

The start of our Campaign
St. Augustine’s campaign to build a new
school commenced in 2000 when
then-Pastor Father John Brioux, OMI,
assembled a group of parish leaders to
study the needs of our aging elementary
school. This review included an engineering feasibility study that found that it
would be more cost-effective to replace the
school than repair or renovate the existing
structure. A formal fundraising campaign
was launched in 2001.

Role of the Provincial Government
and Archdiocese in funding a new
school
The Provincial Government funds operating expenses for independent schools like
ours equivalent to 50 % of the cost to
educate a child in the public school system,
with the remainder financed through
school tuition. Provincial funding is not
available for capital costs, such as building
a new school. The Archdiocese provides
interest subsidies.

2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T4
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Campaign administration costs

Management of funds and discussion

In 2020, we spent $56,800 to administer
the Campaign. Our administration costs
represent approximately 7 % of all funds
received (exclusive of bequests) and is
considered very low when compared to
other philanthropic organizations in Canada.

All funds raised are directed at fulfilling
the monthly mortgage payments and
paying down the debt’s principal as quickly
as possible. By the end of 2020, the Parish
was able to reduce the school building debt
by $1.6 million to a total outstanding debt
of $1.1 million. As of the spring of 2021,
the debt has been further reduced to
approximately $870,000.

We are fortunate to have so many people
who volunteer their time to the Campaign,
led by our Faith and Foundation steering
committee. There are some activities that
require paid, part-time support to undertake the weekly and detailed administration required to process, track and manage
hundreds of donor transactions. There are
also financial service charges, mailings,
printing, equipment and general office
costs. Our administration costs have
remained stable over many years.

Campaign financial accountability
The Faith and Foundation Campaign is
accountable to the Pastor, Finance
Committee and the Parish Pastoral
Council. We report on all activities.
We have many checks and balances in our
donation management system between
Campaign, Parish and Archdiocese.
Donations are receipted and accounted for
according to Canada Revenue Agency
requirements. All donor information is
held in strict confidence with access
limited to the very few people required to
manage this work.
We maintain the accuracy of our records
by ensuring the health of our pledge
commitments. Every year, the Campaign
identifies pledges that will not be fulfilled.
For 2020, our review indicates that pledges
totaling $13,309 will not be collected. We
understand that personal circumstances
can change and are grateful to all individuals for the donations they were able to
contribute to the Campaign.

604.736.4455 ext. 231

Faith and Foundation is committed to
promoting broad-based support for the
campaign in order to reduce the debt as
quickly as possible. Once achieved, we will
be able to start planning for the final phase
of the school, which includes replacement
of the old gymnasium, semi-underground
parking and other amenities.

Thank you to our donors
Through the dedication and generosity of
our donors we raised over $2 million in
2020 - the most in any single year since we
started fundraising for our new school.
This is the result of a broad base of support
from all parts of our community.
We are blessed with the consistent support
of our school families through all grade
levels. Over the past four years, nearly 100 %
of school families made annual donations.
We also continue to see strong participation from individuals and families who do
not have children attending the school.
They have supported the fall campaign,
legacy giving and participation in major
events. Last year, we were fortunate to
receive a major bequest from a long-time
parishioner which allowed us to significantly reduce our school building debt
and move us closer to the day when
planning will commence on the final phase
of the school.

www.faithandfoundation.com
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Financial Report January - December 2020

Parish Debt on New School Construction
2017- 2021

New School Construction
Outstanding loan amount as of Dec. 31, 2020
$1,100,000
Amortization Period
20 years
Average Monthly Interest & Principal Repayments
$4,000
Faith and Foundation
Statement of Fundraising Receipts & Expenditures Actual
For the Year Ended December 31, 2020
2020
Receipts
Annual fundraising
PTT event
Loan Interest Rebate
Total Fundraising

$ 810,750
11,650
$822,400

Expenditures
Loan interest
Administration*
PTT expense
Total Expenditures
Surplus Before Other Items

46,300
56,800
4,750
107,850
$714,550

Bequest
Loan Repayment
Capital Expenditure
Surplus of Fundraising over Expenditures

1,250,000
(1,600,000)
(5,850)
$358,700

*Includes office expenses, bank charges and salaries for two part-time staff
who are responsible for managing the donor database and supporting Faith
and Foundation.

Photos above were taken prior to new masking requirements for K - 7 settings.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Linda Arnold, Director of Administrative Services
604-736-4455 Ext. 229
Faith & Foundation Office
604-736-4455 Ext. 231

THANK YOU
2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T4
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From Our Principal

A Few Words From Our Pastor

T

his winter has offered challenges we've never had to face,
not only in daily life, but also in our spiritual life. We can't
attend Mass. Our routines are disrupted. We worry daily about
ourselves and our loved ones. With social and physical
distancing and health authority directives, we cannot be near
family and friends. Many are lonely. Many are alone. Some of
us may even need to fight the virus itself.

If we are to see blessings in all of this, and there are, it has
become a time to think about how we live as a community,
protect each other from illness, serve one another, and be part of the solution to a
global crisis. As faith-filled people weathering this storm, I believe we can meet these
challenges and maybe even bring about new and better ways of serving each other and
taking care of each other once all of this is over. We will be transformed.
Though we find ourselves perhaps isolated and distanced from one another, let’s find
ways to remain close and to not be distracted. Let’s start in our homes. Let’s start with
our faith. Let’s start with our community. During this exceptional time, let us be
present to our families and to our faith community.
April 3 was Easter Sunday, but let’s not forget that that Easter is a season lasting 50
days, ending Pentecost Sunday, May 23. Though we may not be able to fill our churches, though we may find ourselves distant from those we love, let us still fill our homes
and our community with prayer and worship and hope. I am truly grateful for all the
support we show for one other and for the love that permeates St. Augustine’s.
Happy Easter! He is Risen! Alleluia!
God bless,

Michael Yaptinchay

THANK YOU
2000 - 2021
200,101

Total Donors: 1244
Total Gifts: 4794

2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T4

It is hard to
believe that we
have been
together travelling
the pandemic
road for over one
year. The last few
months leading up
to the second
Easter with Covid
restrictions have
been particular trying. Regardless, the
Church never stops. I am happy to see,
through first hand experience, the
strength of our St. Augustine’s Parish and
School community. As we continue to
weather this temporary but difficult
storm, we look back with some satisfaction on many unexpected blessings.
Here at St Augustine’s, we have prioritized
new ways of ministry and outreach. Our
letters and bulletin updates which, while
no substitute to fully participating in the
Liturgy of the Mass, continue to connect
us as neighbours and friends. Our
livestreamed Masses are a vital thread in
that link. For myself, I deeply miss all of
you - families, friends, teachers, students,
visitors from afar, and look forward to
celebrating the joy and mystery of the
Holy Eucharist once again in person.
One of the unanticipated joys of the past
year has been welcoming Ms. Donna
O’Hara and her Grade Seven class of 2021
to the Parish Centre. Since September, the
Grade Sevens have been studying,
working and playing on the Church
grounds. They have livened up the Parish
Centre and staff with their creativity and
enthusiasm. Coded Robots now roam the
hallways each Friday – who knew?
Sending to you and your families the
many blessings of the Easter Season,

Total Donations and Pledges*: $ 11,491,422
Pledges Outstanding: $

Dear parishioners and friends
of St. Augustine:

* Faith and Foundation Funds are held in
a separate Parish/Archdiocesan account
strictly for the purpose of completing
the new school at St. Augustine’s.

604.736.4455 ext. 231

Fr. Andrzej Stendzina, OMI
Pastor

www.faithandfoundation.com

