March 14th 2021

OU R F AI T H. O UR FO UN D A TI ON .

SINCE 1911

F ou r t h S u nd a y of L e nt

This Week
Monday, March 15
7:00pm

Mass

Tuesday, March 16
6:00am
8:00am
7:00pm

Meeting
Mass
Mass

Men’s Prayer Group (Virtual Meeting)
+Lucas Wolfe
+Dao Van Nguyen

7:30pm

Meeting

Bible Study Group (Virtual Meeting)

Wednesday, March 17
Accepting or rejecting the light
The first reading shows how God remained faithful to his people in spite of their
infidelities. God’s promises were not nullified by the sins of his people. It was
because of their sins that God allowed his people to be exiled to Babylon. But his
mercy is seen on their home-coming.
This leads into the Gospel. God’s love and mercy are seen in the fact that he sent
his Son to save us. Jesus came into the world as a light. Sadly, some preferred
darkness to the light, thus sealing their own condemnation. Judgement is not
passed by God; people judge themselves by their response to the light.
The reading from Ephesians stresses the enormity of the love God has shown us in
Christ. It makes it clear that we owe our salvation, not to our own efforts, but to
the goodness of God.

Liturgical celebrations:

8:00am
7:00pm
7:00pm

Mass
Meeting
Mass

800am
7:00pm

Mass
Mass

Rite of Roman Catholic Initiation of Adults (Virtual)

+Kristofer Bihis

+Dung Van Ngo
+Milan Maglica

(No Public Congregation)

Friday, March 19
8:00am
9:15am
7:00pm

Mass
Mass
Mass

Saturday, March 20

Joseph, according to the Gospel accounts, was a carpenter and a descendant of
King David. Art and popular imagination have portrayed him as old man, but this is
likely false.

7:00pm

Joseph was declared a patron of the universal Church in 1870, and is principal
patron of Canada.

+Germaine Lamarche

Thursday, March 18

Friday – St. Joseph (solemnity)

Embarrassed by Mary’s pregnancy, Joseph was told in a dream to take Mary as his
wife. Thoughts of rejecting her for infidelity banished, he was faithful to his
responsibility as her husband and foster father to Jesus.

+Bienvenido & Engracia Torres

8:00am
5:00pm

Mass
Mass
Mass

+Michael Torresan
St Augustine’s School

(No Public Congregation)

+Fr. Bernie Mc Cosham, OMI
+Robert Bentley

Sunday, March 21
9:00am
11:00am
5:00pm

Mass
Mass
Mass

+Lucia Senichenko

Pope’s Prayer Intention for March
Evangelization: Sacrament of Reconciliation
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.

NOTE: Saturday 5:00pm and Sunday 9am & 11am Masses are livestreamed
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OFFERTORY
We are grateful for these gifts
$6,939.00
Please visit www.staugustineschurch.ca
If you wish to maintain your contributions
via Debit or Credit Card

Holy Communion at St. Augustine’s Church on Sunday

APOSTOLIC LETTER
Patris Corde

Receiving Holy Communion at St. Augustine’s

Of the Holy Father

Those who wish to receive Holy Communion may do so
after celebrating St. Augustine’s Sunday Mass on-line may
do so by visiting the Church between 12 noon and 2:00pm
each Sunday.

Francis
ON THE 150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PROCLAMATION OF ST. JOSEPH AS
PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

Procedure: Enter the Parish Centre through the glass door,
sanitize your hands and proceed to the front of the Church
to receive Holy Communion from Fr. Andrzej.
After receiving Holy Communion you may say a short prayer of thanksgiving
before exiting the church through the east side door on Maple Street .
Please note:
Visiting the Church and receiving Holy Communion is not meant for prolonged personal prayer. You are welcome to do that on weekdays during
office hours.
I hope all will understand the importance of complying to the Provincial
Health restrictions and will co-operate.
Fr. Andrzej Stendzina, OMI

Confession during the time of Lent
Confession times during Lent will be from
10:00am to 12noon on the following dates:
Saturday March 20th
Saturday March 27th
More dates may be added as demand requires.
Please read the weekly Bulletin for updates.

Vocation Reflection: “Compelled by God’s Love”
By Richard Beaudette, OMI - Vocation Team

"The Word of God for this Fourth Sunday of Lent invites and
challenges us to reflect on our own experiences of God’s
love for us. Each of us will have our own unique experiences
but we are reminded that God’s love is poured out on all
people. As we experience this gift of love, we are invited to
respond.” Read the reflection here:
https://omilacombe.ca/become-an-oblate/
Thank you for praying for and encouraging vocations to the Oblate religious
life!
Jarek Pachocki OMI
OMI Lacombe Canada - Vocation Director

Cont’d from last week…

The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains,
but accepts. Only as a result of this acceptance, this reconciliation, can
we begin to glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning. We can almost hear an echo of the impassioned reply of Job to his wife, who had
urged him to rebel against the evil he endured: “Shall we receive the
good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” (Job 2:10).
Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously and firmly
proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and welcome can be an expression of the Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord can give us the
strength needed to accept life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and disappointments.
Jesus’ appearance in our midst is a gift from the Father, which makes it
possible for each of us to be reconciled to the flesh of our own history,
even when we fail to understand it completely.
Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be afraid!” (Mt 1:20), so he
seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!” We need to set aside all anger and
disappointment, and to embrace the way things are, even when they do
not turn out as we wish. Not with mere resignation but with hope and
courage. In this way, we become open to a deeper meaning. Our lives
can be miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live them in accordance with the Gospel. It does not matter if everything seems to
have gone wrong or some things can no longer be fixed. God can make
flowers spring up from stony ground. Even if our heart condemns us,
“God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything” (1 Jn 3:20).
Here, once again, we encounter that Christian realism which rejects
nothing that exists. Reality, in its mysterious and irreducible complexity, is the bearer of existential meaning, with all its lights and shadows.
Thus, the Apostle Paul can say: “We know that all things work together
for good, for those who love God” (Rom 8:28). To which Saint Augustine
adds, “even that which is called evil (etiam illud quod malum dicitur)”. In this
greater perspective, faith gives meaning to every event, however happy
or sad.

W E L C O M E T O S T . A U G U S T I NE ’S P A R I S H

St. Augustine's Oblate Parish is a Catholic community centered in Christ and the Eucharist that has a shared mission to ̶ welcome and invite all
to participate ̶̶ celebrate in Word and Sacrament ̶̶ foster evangelization and spiritual formation ̶̶ advocate for social justice ̶̶ care for
our common home.
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Did you know…
The fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called Laetare Sunday.
Laetare is a Latin word that means “rejoice.”
As we did last week, we are reading today
from the Gospel of John. In today’s Gospel, the healing of the man born blind
invites us to focus on the physical and
spiritual aspects of sight and light. In the
first part of today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus’ response to a prevalent belief of his
time: that misfortune and disability were
the result of sin. That belief is why Jesus
is asked the question of whose sin
caused the man’s blindness—his own or
his parents’. Jesus does not answer directly, but instead gives the question
an entirely different dimension—through this man’s disability, God’s power
will be made manifest. Jesus then heals the man.
The healing is controversial because Jesus heals on the Sabbath. The Pharisees, the religious authorities of Jesus’ time, understood that the law of
Moses forbade work (including healing) on the Sabbath. They also have
trouble believing that Jesus performed a miracle. To determine whether the
man was really born blind, the Pharisees question him and his parents. The
man challenges the leaders of the synagogue about their assessment of the
good that Jesus has done. In turn, they expel the man for questioning their
judgment.

St. Augustine’s Vocation Ministry
Invites you to join us on
Wednesday mornings at 8:30am
to pray the Rosary for Vocations. We will do this over a
Zoom video call. If you would
like to join us please send an e
mail to Ben Hume at
bhume03@gmail.com and he
will put you on the invite list which will contain the Zoom link to join
the prayer session. If you are unsure how to access Zoom, please call
Ben and he will help you through the process.
The next prayer session will happen on March 17th at 8:30am.
Share with your friends and family!
Simply sign up for FREE by visiting
formed.org and entering our Parish
access code 4FX3T6. You may then
create your personal account.

Formed for Children

The final revelation and moment of enlightenment comes when the man born
blind encounters Jesus again. Having heard the news of his expulsion, Jesus
seeks out the man born blind and reveals himself to him as the Son of Man.
In this moment, the man born blind shows himself to be a man of faith and
worships Jesus. Jesus replies by identifying the irony of the experience of
many who encounter Jesus: Those who are blind will now see, and those
who think they now see will be found to be blind.
As in last week’s Gospel about Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman,
today’s reading has many allusions to Baptism. The washing of the man in
the pool of Siloam is a prototype for Christian Baptism. Through the man’s
encounter with Jesus, the man born blind is healed, his sight is restored, and
his conversion to discipleship begins. The man born blind gradually comes to
a greater understanding about who Jesus is and what it means to be his
disciple, while the Pharisees (those who should see) are the ones who remain blind.
- Loyola Press

St. Augustine’s School Pass the Torch Annual Fundraiser

Learn and Pray with Brother Francis during Lent
This 4-part series will help children learn more about what Lent is all about

PTT 2021 tickets on sale now! Event information and online ticket purchasing
at Pass the Torch Virtual Gala 2021
Please email questions or concerns to passthetorchtickets@gmail.com
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Parish Information

A Turtle before the Magistrate
The mission of the Oblates has always been to come to the defense of society’s poorest.
Thus, in the last century we have seen Father Albert Lacombe take up the cause of the
Amerindians of Western Canada against the white men who were invading their hunting
grounds. Today, in South Africa, Oblate Bishop Denis Hurley remains on the side of the
Blacks against the flagrant injustices of apartheid. In Ceylon, another Oblate, Father Victor
Deslandes, once appeared in court to defend the rights of the Jaffna fishermen.
A Friend of the fishermen
Father Deslandes was born in France, in 1872. After his ordination to the priesthood as
an Oblate, he was sent to Ceylon in 1903. This ardent missionary immediately revealed
a talent for organization, which he willingly placed at the service of the pariahs in his
mission at Iranaitivu. He always keep abreast of the most advanced fishing methods.
This enabled him to improve the material conditions of his fishermen considerably.

PASTOR
Rev. Andrzej Stendzina, OMI

604.736.4455 x 227
astendzina@rcav.org

PARISH OFFICE
Monday & Friday
9:00am-12noon,1:00pm-5:00pm
Tues/Wed/Thurs
10:00am-12noon,1:00pm-5:00pm
Monday is the Priest’s day off.
Email:
parish.saug @rcav.org

It must be mentioned that at that time there existed at Jaffna a society for the protection of animals, the
S.P.A., which had many fanatical members, as can be found today in similar societies, who tended to be more
concerned with the defense of animals than with the needs of humans! For their part, the fishermen did what
they could to protect from the sun’s heat the sea turtles which they captured. The sale of a single one of these
large animals could provide enough to nourish an entire family for one month.

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

A Ridiculous trial
Now, one morning the president and secretary of the above-mentioned society decided that it was time for
action. They had seen, with their own eyes, the cruelty of the fishermen. Imagine! Sea turtles on their back,
with belly up, beating their fins to show their pain. A sea turtle was taken and brought before the tribunal.
Father Deslandes, as member of the fishermen’s committee, was summoned to court. Upon entering the
courtroom, he noticed a sea turtle on a table, resting on its back. The two gentlemen followed each other to
the bar. The first one said: “This is evidence of the fishermen’s cruelty.” The second one continued: “See how
much this unfortunate turtle is suffering.” Then the judge addressed the Oblate: “Father, tell us, why do your
sailors keep their sea turtles on their back ?” The missionary replied: “It’s very simple. Set them upright and
they will die in the next hour. Lie them on their backs, and they could live for two or even three weeks.”
“Explain this to us” continued the judge.

Ferial Khan

An appropriate defense

MARRIAGES / WEDDINGS

The priest then approached the table, and taking the turtle in his hands, began to give the judge and the witnesses a
brief lesson in zoology. “I must remind you, gentlemen, that there exist notable differences between the sea turtle
and the land turtle. The land turtle has legs and can hide its head within its shell. What you see here is a sea turtle.
Look carefully. Instead of legs it has four fins, two larger ones in front and two smaller ones in back to serve as
rudders. Moreover, it cannot retract its head within its house ! Turn it on its belly, like this, it will attempt to drag
itself along, and become exhausted. The joints of its fins become dislocated, and it falls on its lower chin. If it
remains on its belly, it will soon become unable to breathe and it will expire. This would result in a considerable loss
for the fishermen. What’s to be done? Will these gentlemen from the S.P.A. cover the damages? No doubt our sea
turtle would prefer resting on its back, like this…!”
Once set on its back, the creature began by heaving a heavy sigh. It was now breathing with full lungs and
happy. In gratitude it lets out… an aroma of precious perfume! The magistrate covered his nose with a flowery
scented handkerchief. Some spectators did as much. The two robed prosecutors headed for the door, with no
intention of returning. The sea turtle had won its case. The fishermen of Jaffna could now live in peace and
sell their turtles without interference, even if the animals were kept on their backside.

If you are new to our Parish Community or have an address or telephone change, please fill out the
information below and submit it to the parish office or drop into the collection basket. please print in
block letters.

 New Parishioner

 Need Envelopes

First Name

 Information Change

First Name

Linda Arnold

PARISH SECRETARY

Jayne Le Vierge

604.736.4455 x 221

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM — PREP

604.736.4455 x 224
prep@staugustineschurch.ca

FAITH AND FOUNDATION

Campaign Office

ST AUGUSTINE SCHOOL
2154 West 7th Avenue

B APTISM -

604.736.4455 x 231
donate@faithandfoundation.com
V6K 0E3

604.731.8024
office@staugschool.ca
604.736.4455 X 221

R EGISTRATION REQUIRED

604.736.4455 x 221

parish.saug@rcav.org

R ECONCILIATION

By Appointment Only

604 736-4455 Ext. 221

PARISH MINISTRIES
RCIA ( RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS )

Linda Arnold rcia@staugustineschurch.ca
MUSIC MINISTRY

Peter Allen
Manfred & Suzanne Milbers
Mary Ellen Turnbull

604.257.3525
604.255.0567
778.995.6423

P ASTORAL C ARE OF THE S ICK
Nelson Cheung

604.328.3882

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

Sonny Harsono

em@staugustineschurch.ca

PARISH COUNCIL

Peggy Ho Yuen
CWL ( CATHOLIC WOMEN ’ S LEAGUE )
Samantha Strudwick

604 266.1803
604.255.1662

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Spouse First Name

Spouse Last Name

Sebastian Pereira
ADULT FAITH

Clara Lum

Children: Name(s) & Date of Birth

LECTORS

Danny Camparmo

604.732.4565
faithformation@staugustineschurch.ca
lectors@staugustineschurch.ca

USHERS

Mailing Address
City

Phone

Postal Code

Email

604.736.4455 x 229

Bill Borgen
MOM ’ S N TOTS
Cat Leung
F OOD C OLLECTION
Terry Murphy

604.224.2632
momstots@staugustineschurch.ca
604.736.5288

LEGION OF MARY

Comments

Immaculate.conception.praesidium@gmail.com

2028 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver BC V6J 1T4 tel 604 736 -4455
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