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D i v i n e M er c y S u n da y

Thomas
In the Gospel we have John’s version of
Pentecost, birthday of the Church. The
risen Jesus appears to his apostles,
showing them his wounds and bestowing
peace on them He gives them the gift of
the Spirit and inaugurates the mission of
the Church, which is the continuance of his
own mission (to preach repentance for the
forgiveness of sins).
One of the effects of the gift of the Spirit was that the Church had the power
to forgive sins. John did not tell us who could exercise this power or how it
should be exercised. Though we cannot read back into this text the later
Sacrament of Penance, we can confidently say that the Church’s use of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is one valid and legitimate way of exercising the
power over sin given by the risen Jesus to his disciples.
Thomas’ profession of faith, ‘My Lord and my God’, is the supreme
Christological statement of John’s Gospel. Originally John’s Gospel ended
where today’s passage ends.
For this and the next five Sundays the Second Reading is taken from the
Book of Revelation. The book is the revelation of Jesus Christ, made known
through an angel to an unidentified prophet, John. It describes the battle
between good and evil, and assures believers that good (God) will triumph. It
was addressed to the whole Church and was meant to be read at liturgical
assemblies to encourage believers to hold fast to the faith in times of
persecution.

Divine Mercy Sunday
The world was in the midst of the Great Depression in
1931 and the memories of World War I were still very
much alive in the minds of Europeans when in Poland a
sister of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy,
Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938), is said to have been
personally visited by Jesus.
According to her diary, which was listed on the Index of
Forbidden Books for more than 20 years, an image was revealed to her of the
risen Lord, from whose heart shone two rays, one red (representing blood)
and the other “pale” (symbolizing water), with the words “Jesus, I trust in
you” at the bottom. Faustina wrote in her diary that Jesus told her, “I
promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish.”
When she was canonized in 2000 under the direction of fellow countryman
Pope John Paul II, he proclaimed that the Second Sunday of Easter would
henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday, thereby widely promoting the
devotional practices associated with Faustina’s visions, already popular in
many communities.

This Week
Monday, April 29
2:00pm
7:00pm

Meeting
Mass

Human Trafficking Seminar
+Pietro Fusco

Tuesday, April 30
6:00am
8:00am
10:00am
6:30pm
7:00pm

Meeting
Mass
Meeting
Meeting
Mass

Wednesday, May 1
8:00am
9:15
7:00pm
7:30pm

Mass
Mass
Mass
Meeting

Men’s Prayer Group
+Teo Roder
Busy Hands Craft Group
ALPHA
+Adriana Maria Rubianto
+Sr. Bridie Leahy
Saint Augustine’s School
+William Anderson
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

Thursday, May 2
8:00am
7:00pm

Mass
Mass

Friday, May 3
8:00am
10:30pm
7:00pm

Mass
Meeting
Mass

+Rose Coenen
Circle of Friends/Lectio Divina (Ladies)
+Maria Esperanza Legara

Saturday, May 4
8:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

Mass
Meeting
Defillibrator Training
Mass
Food Collection

Sunday, May 5
9:00am

10:00am
11:00am
5:00pm
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Mass
Baptism
Baptism
Baptism
Food Collection
Event
CWL Annual Spring Fair
Mass
Int Ellen Anderson
Food Collection
Mass
+Larry Battle
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OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

We are grateful for these gifts.

We are grateful for these gifts.

Fionn Anthony Ryan

Sunday Envelopes: $9,423.00

Good Friday: $5,716.00

Ezra King-Hin Augustine Panis

Easter Sunday: $11,614.00

Harper Rain Matthews-Haynes

Loose: $2,709.35

Pope’s message
The women bring spices to
the tomb, but they fear that
their journey is in vain,
since a large stone bars the
entrance to the sepulcher.
The journey of those women is also our own journey;
it resembles the journey of
salvation that we have
made this evening. At
times, it seems that everything comes up against a stone: the beauty of creation against the tragedy
of sin; liberation from slavery against infidelity to the covenant; the promises of the prophets against the listless indifference of the people. So too, in
the history of the Church and in our own personal history. It seems that the
steps we take never take us to the goal. We can be tempted to think that
dashed hope is the bleak law of life.
Today however we see that our journey is not in vain; it does not come up
against a tombstone. A single phrase astounds the woman and changes
history: “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” (Lk 24:5). Why do you
think that everything is hopeless, that no one can take away your own tombstones? Why do you give into resignation or failure? Easter, brothers and
sisters, is the feast of tombstones taken away, rocks rolled aside. God takes
away even the hardest stones against which our hopes and expectations
crash: death, sin, fear, worldliness. Human history does not end before a
tombstone, because today it encounters the “living stone” (cf. 1 Pet 2:4), the
risen Jesus. We, as Church, are built on him, and, even when we grow disheartened and tempted to judge everything in the light of our failures, he
comes to make all things new, to overturn our every disappointment. Each
of us is called tonight to rediscover in the Risen Christ the one who rolls
back from our heart the heaviest of stones. So let us first ask: What is the
stone that I need to remove, what is the name of this stone?
Often what blocks hope is the stone of discouragement. Once we start thinking that everything is going badly and that things can’t get worse, we lose
heart and come to believe that death is stronger than life. We become cynical, negative and despondent. Stone upon stone, we build within ourselves a
monument to our own dissatisfaction: the sepulcher of hope. Life becomes a
succession of complaints and we grow sick in spirit. A kind of tomb psychology takes over: everything ends there, with no hope of emerging alive. But at
that moment, we hear once more the insistent question of Easter: Why do
you seek the living among the dead? The Lord is not to be found in resignation. He is risen; he is not there. Don’t seek him where you will never find
him: he is not the God of the dead but of the living (cf. Mk 22:32). Do not bury
hope!

There is another stone that often seals the heart shut: the stone of sin. Sin
seduces; it promises things easy and quick, prosperity and success, but then
leaves behind only solitude and death. Sin is looking for life among the dead,
for the meaning of life in things that pass away. Why do you seek the living
among the dead? Why not make up your mind to abandon that sin which,
like a stone before the entrance to your heart, keeps God’s light from entering in? Why not prefer Jesus, the true light (cf. Jn 1:9), to the glitter of wealth,
career, pride and pleasure? Why not tell the empty things of this world that
you no longer live for them, but for the Lord of life?
Let us return to the women who went to Jesus’ tomb. They halted in amazement before the stone that was taken away. Seeing the angels, they stood
there, the Gospel tells us, “frightened, and bowed their faces to the
ground” (Lk 24:5). They did not have the courage to look up. And how often do
we do the same thing? We prefer to remain huddled within our shortcomings, cowering in our fears. It is odd, but why do we do this? Not infrequently
because, glum and closed up within ourselves, we feel in control, for it is
easier to remain alone in the darkness of our heart than to open ourselves to
the Lord. Yet only he can raise us up. A poet once wrote: “We never know
how high we are. Till we are called to rise” (E. Dickinson). The Lord calls us
to get up, to rise at his word, to look up and to realize that we were made for
heaven, not for earth, for the heights of life and not for the depths of death:
Why do you seek the living among the dead?
God asks us to view life as he views it, for in each of us he never ceases to
see an irrepressible kernel of beauty. In sin, he sees sons and daughters to
be restored; in death, brothers and sisters to be reborn; in desolation, hearts
to be revived. Do not fear, then: the Lord loves your life, even when you are
afraid to look at it and take it in hand. In Easter he shows you how much he
loves that life: even to the point of living it completely, experiencing anguish,
abandonment, death and hell, in order to emerge triumphant to tell you: “You
are not alone; put your trust in me!”.
Jesus is a specialist at turning our deaths into life, our mourning into dancing (cf. Ps 30:11). With him, we too can experience a Pasch, that is, a Passover
– from self-centredness to communion, from desolation to consolation,
from fear to confidence. Let us not keep our faces bowed to the ground in
fear, but raise our eyes to the risen Jesus. His gaze fills us with hope, for it
tells us that we are loved unfailingly, and that however much we make a
mess of things, his love remains unchanged. This is the one, non-negotiable
certitude we have in life: his love does not change. Let us ask ourselves: In
my life, where am I looking? Am I gazing at graveyards, or looking for the
Living One?

Pope’s Pray Intention for April
Universal: For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in war
zones, who risk their lives to save the lives of others.

W E L C O M E T O S T . A U G U S T I NE ’S P A R I S H

St. Augustine's Oblate Parish is a Catholic community centered in Christ and the Eucharist that has a shared mission to ̶ welcome and invite all
to participate ̶̶ celebrate in Word and Sacrament ̶̶ foster evangelization and spiritual formation ̶̶ advocate for social justice ̶̶ care for
our common home.
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Easter Blessings and Thank you
It takes team effort, dedicated volunteers and many hours to make the
Altar of Repose and the Church at Easter come alive in celebration of the
Resurrection of the Lord. Thank you to each and every one of you who
gave selflessly of your time and talent and made the Easter season an
especially joyous and beautiful one for all of us. - Fr. Andrzej

Holy Thursday

SINCE 1911

CWL news
Spring Fair Sunday May 5
We are accepting donations for the fair....
- jewelry, raffle items/baskets, small treasures and/or donations
of cash - please drop off at the Parish Office. If you have questions contact Karen 604-879-9744 or kzawortny@gmail.com
home-baked goodies (such squares, tarts, loafs, pies, scones, biscuits, biscotti, cookies, soda bread, etc.,); homemade jams, chutneys and preserves
(fruits & vegetables); etc. Please contact Geri for instructions concerning
drop-off place and times at 604-738- 1155 or gerifuji@telus.net

Dear Parishioner,

Good Friday

On behalf of St. Augustine’s Community Life Committee, I wish to let you
know of an upcoming initiative to enhance our Parish Family community. At
all mass services on the weekend of February 16th/17th we will be inviting
parishioners to wear name tags displaying their first name only. Materials
for the name tags will be provided at the entrance to church before service
begins. Of course, this invitation is voluntary and there is no obligation to
participate. We do encourage everyone to take part in this and other parish
initiatives aimed at allowing us to all become one family in church during the
celebration of mass. There will also be some refreshments after mass for
us to get to know each other a little better. Community Life Committee.

Project Advance Launches This Weekend
The annual appeal provides critical funding to key ministries and projects in
our Archdiocese. Last year you helped raise $7.47 million for our entire faith
community. This year our goal is $65,000. We hope that everyone will participate in this year’s appeal. For more information stop by at the back of the
Church and see one of our appeal committee members or visit
www.projectadvance.ca to give online.

Parish Education Committee (PEC) Elections
The PEC has 2 seats coming up for election and are asking for nominations.

Easter Vigil 20 April 2019

The elections will be held on the weekend of May 25th and 26th with voting
occurring 1 hour after each mass (Saturday 5pm, Sunday 9am, 11am and
5pm). The PEC has formed an Elections Nomination Committee consisting of
the following members:
Chairperson: Adam Beaudin-Ball
Members: Father Andrew, Carolyn Wong Levesque and Liz Flores.
If you or someone you know is interested in serving on the PEC please go to
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4i9Nxzle051a2pRZ0IwMzBVNlk/view and
read, fill out and sign all the forms then Email them to
pec.elections@staugustineschool.ca
All nominations must be received by May 16th. Note: The Voters List will be
available to those wishing to see it. Please Email
pec.elections@staugustineschool.ca with your request.

Around the Archdiocese…
The Catholic Faith – in plain English
Learn the teachings and practices of the Catholic Faith in this robust course.
This course is suitable for all adult learners including Catholics and nonCatholics. You can attend all sessions or drop in for specific topics as you
please; there is no cost or pre-registration required.
Drop in 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. at the John Paul II Pastoral Centre).
For more information and for the list of topics and dates, visit
https://rcav.org/adult-catechesis-course.
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Oblate Corner..
EUGENE AND THE RESURRECTION: DESIRING THAT THOSE IN WHOM HE
CONTINUES TO SUFFER WILL KNOW ALSO THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION
Posted by Frank Santucci

Through the eyes of our crucified Saviour we see the world which he
redeemed with his blood, desiring that those in whom he continues
to suffer will know also the power of his resurrection (cf. Phil 3: 10).
CC&RR, Constitution 4

From his earliest preaching Eugene constantly invited the poor to
understand the transforming invitation of the resurrection in their
lives.
Come now and learn from us what you are in the eyes of faith.
Poor of Jesus Christ, afflicted, wretched, suffering, sick, covered with sores, etc., all you whom
misery oppresses, my brothers, dear brothers, respected brothers, listen to me.
You are God’s children, the brothers of Jesus Christ, heirs to his eternal kingdom, chosen portion
of his inheritance; you are, in the words of St. Peter, a holy nation, you are kings, you are priests,
you are in some way gods, You are gods, children of the Most High.
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Parish Information
PASTOR
Rev. Andrzej Stendzina, OMI

PARISH OFFICE
Monday & Friday
9:00am-12noon,1:00pm-5:00pm
Tues/Wed/Thurs
10:00am-12noon,1:00pm-5:00pm
Monday is the Priest’s day off.
Email:
parish.saug @ rcav.org
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Linda Arnold

Jayne Le Vierge

604.736.4455 x 221

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM — PREP

Ferial Khan

Lift yourselves towards heaven where your minds should be set, our citizenship is in heaven
(Phil. 3:20), let your eyes see for once beneath the rags that cover you, there is within you an
immortal soul made in the image of God whom it is destined to possess one day, a soul
ransomed at the price of the blood of Jesus Christ, more precious in the eyes of God than all
earth’s riches, than all the kingdoms of the earth, a soul of which he is more jealous than of the
government of the entire universe.

Campaign Office

EUGENE AND THE RESURRECTION: FROM THE CROSS TO THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION

604.736.4455 x 229

PARISH SECRETARY

So lift up your spirits, that your defeated souls may breathe, grovel no longer on the ground: You
are gods, children of the Most High. (Ps. 81:6).

Christians, know then your dignity, with St. Leo I will call you sharers in the divine nature,

604.736.4455 x 227
astendzina@rcav.org

604.736.4455 x 224
prep@staugustineschurch.ca

FAITH AND FOUNDATION

ST AUGUSTINE SCHOOL
2154 West 7th Avenue

B APTISM -

604.736.4455 x 231
donate@faithandfoundation.com
V6K 0E3

604.731.8024
office@staugschool.ca

R EGISTRATION REQUIRED

604.736.4455 X 221

MARRIAGES / WEDDINGS

604.736.4455 x 221

parish.saug@rcav.org

Eugene’s Good Friday experience did not leave him standing at the foot of the Cross. The focus
of his life had changed, and it became a continuous Easter – responding to the light of the Risen
Christ’s, “I am with you always.”

RECONCIL IATION
Weekdays
15 minutes before weekday Mass
Saturday
4:00pm—4:30pm

Never was my soul more satisfied, never did it feel such happiness; for in the midst of this flood
of tears, despite my grief, or rather because of my grief, my soul took wings towards its final end,
towards God its only good whose loss it felt so keenly. Why say more? Could I ever express what
I experienced then? Just the memory of it fills my heart with a sweet consolation.

PARISH MINISTRIES

Thus I had looked for happiness outside of God, and outside of him I found only affliction and
vexation. Blessed, a thousand times blessed, that he, this good Father who, notwithstanding my
unworthiness, lavished on me all the richness of his mercy.

Peter Allen
Manfred & Suzanne Milbers
Mary Ellen Turnbull

If you are new to our Parish Community or have an address or telephone change, please fill out the
information below and submit it to the parish office or drop into the collection basket. please print in
block letters.

 New Parishioner

 Need Envelopes

 Information Change

First Name

First Name

Spouse First Name

Spouse Last Name

RCIA ( RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS )

Linda Arnold rcia@staugustineschurch.ca
MUSIC MINISTRY

COMMUNION TO THE SICK

Nelson Cheung

Sonny Harsono

Bill Borgen
parishcouncil@staugustineschurch.ca
CWL ( CATHOLIC WOMEN ’ S LEAGUE )
Samantha Strudwick
604.255.1662
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Roy Pimentel

LECTORS

Danny Camparmo
USHERS

City

Phone

Postal Code

Email

em@staugustineschurch.ca

PARISH COUNCIL

Clara Lum

Mailing Address

604.328.3882

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

ADULT FAITH

Children: Name(s) & Date of Birth

604.257.3525
604.255.0567
778.995.6423

Bill Borgen
MOM ’ S N TOTS
Cat Leung
F OOD C OLLECTION
Terry Murphy

778.330.6850
faithformation@staugustineschurch.ca
lectors@staugustineschurch.ca
604.224.2632
cat_murtha@hotmail.com
604.736.5288

Comments
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